
“Many persons have a wrong idea of 
what constitutes true happiness. It is 
not attained through self-gratification 
but through fidelity to a worthy purpose.”
-Helen Keller

I love this quote by Helen Keller.  
We are not just expected to receive 
this wisdom and nod our heads in 
agreement. Keller’s quote gently asks 
a question of us. What is the worthy 
purpose that will enable each of us 
to find happiness?  Keller gives us 
the chance to decide for ourselves 
and gives us the latitude to answer 
in a million different ways. She 
also asks us to be a little bit critical 
of our choice. She invites us to 
contemplate and to either confirm 
that our purpose is worthy or go off 
in search of another one. For the 
amazing people who have worked 
for Morgan Autism Center, the 
answer to the worth of our purpose 
is unquestionable. A life dedicated to 
service is the most worthy purpose 
there can be. 

But there is a second part to 
Keller’s quote. It is the idea she 
introduces by choosing to use the 

word fidelity.  Our program directors 
are constantly talking about the 
importance of adhering to the fidelity 
of both our model and core values 
now and in the future. Decisions to 
make changes in programming are 
always reviewed with this adherence 
to fidelity in mind. Fidelity is not just a 
fancy word for staying true.  It contains 
the idea of constancy, of reliability over 
time. For fifty years, generations  of 
compassionate   and extremely special 
people have shared their talents 
with Morgan Autism Center. Each 
of these special people has carried 
the torch of fidelity to our purpose 
and has contributed to a thriving and 
innovative program that makes life 
better for our students, clients and 
the community.

50 years is a long time. It’s a great 
chance to acknowledge the individuals, 
families and community supporters 
who together have made the Morgan 
Autism Center endeavor their worthy 

A D D R E S S
9 5 0  S t .  E l i z a b e t h  D r i ve

S a n  J o s e ,  C A  9 5 1 2 6

CONTACT US
    T: 408-241-8161
     F: 408-241-8231  

 Summer 2019A Bi-Annual Newsletter From Morgan Autism Center

Culture of Positivity
By Brad Boardman,
Executive Director

purpose. It all started with the 
values set by Louise Emerson back 
in 1969. But constancy over time is 
demonstrated by those who came 
after:  people like Jennifer Sullivan 
who ensured our work would carry 
forward even when threatened by 
the loss of our school site, and who 
began to share Morgan Autism 
Center’s collective knowledge with 
the community. It is evidenced by our 
amazingly supportive teaching and 
administrative staff, past and present, 
many of whom have dedicated 
themselves to Morgan Autism Center 
for their entire careers (in several 
cases 25+ years!). And of course, it is 
clear to see through the actions of our 
past and present Board of Directors 
who ensure the long-term viability of 
this amazing non-profit. Thank you to 
all the individuals who have chosen 
to make Morgan Autism Center their 
worthy purpose. 

   VISIT US
www.morgancenter.org

DEDICATION OVER 50 YEARS: Past and present staff were given a standing ovation at this year’s 
gala fundraiser, Starry Starry Night, for their years of dedication and support of Morgan Autism Center’s 
students and clients. 
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Shining Bright: Student and Adult Spotlights 

Miss Jillian joined our Morgan 
Autism Center family in August 
2010. A few years earlier, Jillian was 
diagnosed with a rare disorder known 
as CDKL5 Deficiency Disorder. She 
was one of the first 10 children in 
the world with this diagnosis. As a 
10-year-old new to the school and 
program, she wasn’t comfortable with 
her new surroundings and people.  
At that time, she didn’t seek social 
interactions and would cry wanting 
to go home…a lot! The extensive mix 
of medications needed to support her 
disorder made her sleep cycles and 
moods unpredictable.

As the years at Morgan Autism 
Center have gone by, now 19-year-
old Jillian has blossomed into a very 
social and curious member of our 
family. She enjoys walking all around 
campus exploring new nooks and 
crannies while saying “Hi!” on her 

and navigating the community on her 
adaptive bike.

Morgan Autism Center has helped 
increase her  communication with the 
help of a new Tobii eye gaze capture 
device. With this new mode of 
communication, Jillian is able to look 
at personalized pictures on a screen 
and the device will know what she 
is looking at and act as her “voice.” 
Though it is still a work in progress, 
Jillian is already more communicative 
and is learning that her wants and 
needs are important to us.

Jillian’s parents Jen and Dave, and 
her brother Bennett, have been so 
supportive and understanding of her 
triumphs as well as the growing pains. 
We are so excited to see what Jillian 
WILL accomplish in the future!

Drew is a 33-year-old affectionate 
and social young man. He started at 
the Morgan Autism Center in the 
school program at the Los Altos site 
in 1994. Back then he used to love 
swinging, playing computer games, 
doing worksheets and swimming. 
In fact, Drew was proficient in 
breaststroke, freestyle and the 
butterfly. In 2007, he transitioned 
to the Adult Program at the age 
of 22. Since then, he has become 
increasingly adept at working in the 
community. 

Drew really looks forward to going 
on outings as part of his Community 
Integration Program (a program 
within the Adult Program). In fact, 
every morning when he arrives, he 
checks the schedule board to see 
if his name is listed on any outing/

Student’s Future Brighter Than Ever -   Jillian

activity.  When asked which outings 
are his favorite, Drew exclaims: 
“Everything! I love all!” Each week, 
Drew joins outings such as Hidden 

Villa, recycling, and the Waldorf   
School of the Peninsula. At Waldorf, 
he works with the 7th graders in the 
garden, cutting plants and cooking 
garden veggies.

Drew enjoys helping out others. 
Whether he is shopping for the 
Adult Program, picking up trash at 
Guadalupe River Park, watering our 
fruit trees, or raking leaves on campus 
to keep it clean, he is always eager 
to help. 

He has a lot of friends here at 
Morgan Autism Center and always 
looks forward to spending time with 
staff, some who he has known for 
many years. 

Adult Client Flourishes at Morgan Autism Center for 25 Years -  Drew

SOCIAL BUTTERFLY: Jillian enjoys using her 
communication device to talk to friends and staff  
while she explores outside on the campus. 

-Flo Fuller,
Adult Program  CIP Director

communication device to favorite 
staff along the way.  With the help 
of caring and patient teachers and 
aides, Jillian is now working on 
putting together Velcro social stories, 
helping set up for her snack and lunch, 

A few fun facts about Drew are that 
he has incredible reflexes and can 
catch a fastball from a long distance, 
he enjoys roller blading or walking 
with his mom, having lunch with her 
at some of his favorite restaurants 
and just relaxing.

-Ching Young,
Classroom 4 Aide

HELPING HANDS: Drew learned to be a 
helpful teen years ago in the classroom and is 
still an invaluable helper in the Adult Program.
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My daughter, Vanessa, has attended 
Morgan Autism Center for 30 years. 
When I visit on occasion to come help 
with her adapted exercise, I often 
reflect on the changes the program 
has brought to our lives. 

Growing up, Vanessa had behaviors 
like biting her arm, disrobing or 
head banging when frustrated at 
home, that now seems like a distant 
memory. Today, her behavior is great. 
She is full of joy and socializes with 
long-time school friends with whom 
she shares work and play. 

The overwhelmed feeling I often 
had when Vanessa was younger 
has given way to real enjoyment 
of our time together. Last week, 
we were sitting together in an old-
fashioned school swing that she 
was learning to propel. On the new 

campus, I could hear the distant 
sounds of staff moving about with 
students, transforming lives just as 
Vanessa’s had been; supporting each 
student’s strengths and dignity while 
teaching them using state of the art 
techniques. 

I wished I could reach out to 
parents of younger students and 
reassure them that I know what 
they’re going through. And that what 
I was told years ago, is really true: our 
children with a diagnosis of autism 
can improve with maturity (and a fine 
day program). 

Our   special    family members’ needs  
may change and it is clear that 
individuals like Vanessa benefit from 
a structured program that reinforces 
behavioral gains, learning and work 
opportunities in a  positive, dignified 
and enriching atmosphere.

Family Perspective
    “Today’s Children/Tomorrow’s Adults” - Lynn Rogers

The "In Be-Tween" Years in Room 1
We a l l r e m e m b e r o u r t w e e n 

y e a r s … m a k i n g n e w f r i e n d s , 
learning new subjects and that 
little bit of awkwardness. Room 
1 is an elementary/junior high-
aged classroom full of energetic 
adolescents and amazing teaching 
staff. 

Kristin Schaefer, Room 1’s teacher, 
says their focus is on functional 
academics and working together in 
group settings. They have weekly 
rotations of activities led by staff. Art 
projects, tabletop activities, cooking, 
and music class are some favorites.

An important component to gaining 
independence is daily “CBI” time 
(Community Based Instruction) that 
varies and may focus on outings 
such as grocery shopping for meals, 
learning how to navigate stores, and 
going on community walks. 

Students  working on practical skills 
during meal times get a chance to put 
together recipes and try new foods. 
With the support of the staff, students 
learn and practice independent living 
skills such as hygiene, vocational and 
safety skills that will benefit them in 
the future. 

Each activity in Room 1 includes 
social components with the help of 
visual aides, communication devices 

and social stories. Communicating 
in a social setting is important to 
their development and gets them 
ready for future relationships and 
allows them to contribute to their 
community. Together with the staff, 
who model what friendships look 
like, Room 1 is always filled with 
smiling and laughing tweens. Just 
as it should be. 

SMILES ALL 
AROUND: 
Room 1 
students 
navigate their 
tween years 
in a positive, 
nurturing, and 
fun classroom.

-Kristin Schaefer, Classroom 1 Teacher
-Nicole Ferguson, Communications Associate 

-Lynn Rogers, 
Parent of  adult client, Vanessa

LOVELY LADY:  Vanessa with her mom, 
Lynn, in 1994. (above left)  Arranging flowers 
with other clients during their Community 
Integration Program. (above right)
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On September 19,1994, Morgan 
Autism Center celebrated its 25th 
Anniversary.     Founder,    Louise 
Emerson, shared a “fable” about the 
founding and growth of our program. 
We would like to share it with you.

In the sixties, no one wanted 
to teach children with autism. 
There were no schools for the 
little rocking, twirling children-
only “treatment” programs and 
the more they were “treated” the 
more they rocked.

One day, in the late 1960’s, four 
hippies came to town in a red and 
purple and orange micro-bus. They 
had $500.00 in their blue jeans and 
a mission of teaching these special 
children. The hippies all said “far 
out” a lot, and were determined 
that these children could learn, if 
only they were taught properly. 
The hippies believed that the 
little children rocked and whirled 
because their brains worked in 
a unique way, not because their 
mothers didn’t love them. So they 
decided to start a special school 
for special learners. They named 
it Morgan Center for a lot of funny 
reasons, but mostly because they 
had to quickly think of a name for 
a 501(c)(3) nonprofit application 
for the IRS. 

The hippies started their school 
with no money because they had 
spent the $500 buying equipment for 
the children. Students did not receive 
funding to go to the school and none 
of the hippies got paid for working 
there. It was okay because this was 
the 1960’s, and no one needed money 
then! 

The hippies were very excited, 
energetic and had a lot of fun. The 
children learned to work, listen, 
read, talk, and have fun as well. At 
times, they still rocked, but showed 
everyone that they could learn. More 
children came to Morgan Center, and 
people began to visit. 

The Regional Centers finally 
decided to pay for one little boy to 
go to Morgan Center, which was 
the very beginning of funding for 
children with autism to go to school in 
California. As more children received 
funding, the hippies used the money 
to buy more equipment and rent a 
real school. They began to get paid a 
little themselves, which made them 
very uncomfortable at first. 

In the mid-1980’s, Morgan Center 

teachers and parents realized that 
the first Morgan Center children 
had grown up, so they started a 
program for adults to continue to 
learn and work and develop, and new 
generations of children kept coming 
to Morgan Center. 

Morgan Autism Center’s mission 
has been treasured and passed from 
teachers to students and back again 
for all these 50 years. This is because 
at Morgan Autism Center, everyone is 
a student and everyone is a teacher. 

The Morgan Center Creation Story

Louise Emerson (center) and staff members 
receive a donation check for Morgan 
Center’s budding innovative program for 
“special learners”. -1970s

FAR OUT:  Morgan Center founder Louise Emerson (pictured center back-row), teaching staff and “first 
children” together on an outing in the community. -1970s

-Louise Emerson
-Morgan Autism Center Founder, 1994 

Teenagers Jeff  and past adult client, Wanda, work 
on collating mailings for local nonprofits. -1980s
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 1969: Morgan Center founded by
Louise Emerson and a band of 

hippies at a church in Palo Alto 
(4 students)

1975: Average cost of new home: $41 K

1976: Moves to Palo Alto school site
(Ross Road)

Autism rates estimated at 1 in 10,000

Presidents: Nixon, Ford, Carter

Trends:  Peace, Love, Flower Power, 
Bell Bottoms, Birth of Disco,  Atari

1969-1979

1980: Moves to Los Altos school 
site  (Covington)

1983: Opens  Adult Program

1985: Average cost of new home: $120 K

Presidents: Carter, Reagan, H.W. Bush

Trends: Dolfin Shorts, Leg Warmers, 
Neon Clothing, Big Hair, New Wave Music

Begins using Augmentative 
Communication Devices for

 many of its students

Reverse Mainstreaming partnerships 
start with local private schools

1995: Average cost of new home: $178 K

Presidents: H.W. Bush, Clinton
 

Trends: Scrunchies, Parachute Pants, 
World Wide Web goes live

2000: Jennifer Sullivan -Executive Director

2001: Moves to Santa Clara (Church of the Valley)

2002: First Morgan Center Conference

2005: Moves to San Jose school site (Benjamin Cory)

2005: Average cost of new home: $700 K

2007: Changes name to Morgan Autism Center

Partnerships with School Districts to implement 
Morgan Center Model (San Jose, Santa Cruz) 

Begins first responder trainings in the Bay Area

Autism Rates estimated at 1 in 150

Presidents: Clinton, G.W. Bush, Obama

Trends: Choker Necklaces, Studded Belts, Low-rise 
Jeans, Trucker Hats 

2013: Brad Boardman
 -Executive Director

2014: Recognized as program of 
the year by California 

Speech-Language-Hearing Association

2015: Average cost of new home: $823 K

2016: Purchases permanent home -San Jose

2017: Morgan Autism Center moves to 
St. Elizabeth Drive, San Jose

Presidents: Obama, Trump

1979-1989

1989-1999

2009-2018

1999-2009

Celebrating 50 Years of Learning!

Autism rates estimated at 1 in 50

Trends: Beards, Active-wear, iPhones, 
Social Media, Emojis become a valid 
form of communication 😀

         2019 
TIME LINE PHOTOS:
1. Louise Emerson (founder) with student in 1970.  
2. Students in P.E. Room at Covington site.
3. Morgan Autism Center’s young adults at Special Olympics torch 
ceremony. -1994 
4. Executive Director, Jennifer Sullivan with founder, Louise Emerson.
5. Students enjoying playground built by KaBoom!, Groupware 
Technology, and The Sharks Foundation. -2018
6. Student, Zack creates an art piece for Starry Starry Night.

Morgan Autism Center Over the Last 50 Years

1

2

3
4

5

6



                                                                                                                                                    
Morgan Autism Center • Illuminations • Summer  20196

We would like to thank everyone 
who supported our Starry Starry 
Night Gala. Because of you, this year’s 
gala raised over $300,000 to support 
our School and Adult Programs.

Finally, a huge thank you to our 
spectacular Event Chair, Franca 
Cozzitorto, our hardworking and 
dedicated Event Committee, and 
our incredible staff and community 
volunteers! 

This year’s Starry Starry Night Gala  
had more to celebrate than usual. 
On May 11th, over 400 individuals 
came out to the Crowne Plaza Hotel 
in Palo Alto for a very special evening. 
Parents, families, former staff 
members and community supporters 
took part in an event that celebrated 
not only our incredible students and 
clients, but a very special milestone. 
This year marked Morgan Autism 
Center’s 50th anniversary and 
we were so honored to have the 
opportunity to celebrate it with so 
many incredible people.

Our guests enjoyed delicious wines 
and appetizers, raffles, a delightful 
musical performance by Bernard 
Smith (a young man with autism) 
and many exciting auction packages. 
What has become the cornerstone of 
our Starry Starry Night gala, beautiful 
and unique art pieces created by 
our students and clients through 
our Art Therapy Program, were also 
auctioned off to excited bidders.

The evening wrapped up with 
a witty and touching speech by 
Hanna Evensen, (whose brother, 
Lucas, attends our Adult Program), 
an exciting Live Auction featuring 
artwork created by 3 of our 
students and clients (who even got 
to participate in the auctioning of 
their paintings), and a very successful 
Fund-a-Need where over $90,000 
was raised to make safety upgrades 
to our outdoor areas. 

PHENOMENAL LIVE AUCTION RESULTS: This year’s Live Auction packages and one-of-a-kind 
artwork created by a talented student and two clients brought in over $36,000!

Starry Starry Night Gala Recap

Lane Partners, ASVB, James Wheat and Ruth Su, Tomas and Monica Evensen, Avison Young, CBRE, Dennis and Marie Campoy, John 
M. Sobrato, Keith and Tracy Zaky, Nena Montgomery and Michael Edson, Star One Credit Union, Fremont Bank, Harvest Properties, 
Craig and Monica Hofstetter, Orchard Commercial Foundation, Mark and Maureen Sanders, Tech CU, Kevin and Donna Gott, Christeni 
Vineyards, Wilson Sonsini Goodrich & Rosati Foundation, Feldman Law Group, Gilfix & LaPoll Associates, Heritage Bank, Kevin Shannon, 
Steel Wave LLC, Steve and Suzi Gilbert, Ahmed and Ghazala Sadiq, Bob Todd and Clare McDermott, Mark and Helga Devon, Sue Swezey, 
Alan and Bev Lewis, Terry and Terry O’Day, William and Estella Moriarty,  Anthony and Tracy Falcocchia, Charlene Tuchman, Christian and 
Rebecca Eversull, Jack Tuchman’s Aunts, Jay Berkett, Kevin Vo-Dinh and Tiffany Ho, Kevin and Theresa Oller, Steve and Christina Wilder, 
and Yee Choon and Jihye Kim. We would also like to thank our generous in-kind donors for donating items for our raffles and auctions.  

                                                                 Please visit www.morgancenter.org/donate for a complete list of our generous supporters. 

    A special thank you to this year’s generous sponsors:

-Lisa Lemke,
Development Director
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Community Supporters Give Back to Morgan Autism Center

Morgan Autism Center graciously 
accepts monetary and in-kind 
donations. You can donate online 
at www.morgancenter.org/donate 
or send a check to 950 St. Elizabeth 
Drive, San Jose, CA. 

Annual Giving

Amazon Smile

Employee Gift Matching

Many companies participate in 
matching gift programs. Ask your 
employer today to join you in 
supporting Morgan Autism Center.

Morgan Autism Center • Illuminations • Summer 2019

Amazon.com will donate 0.5% of the 
price of your eligible AmazonSmile 
purchases. Visit www.smile.amazon.
com. to learn more. 

MAKING A DIFFERENCE: Many 
hands make light work.

“Kill-A-Cone For Autism” Auto-Cross Fundraiser
What’s better than a day of autocross?  Autocross with a cause! On October 

28th, the Porsche Club of America’s Loma Prieta Region held its annual 
autocross event, raising over $6,000. Car enthusiasts spent the day navigating 
their fast cars through a complicated course for the best time. Drivers who 
went out of bounds were given the opportunity to  contribute money to the 
charity pot. In the end, lots of people pitched in to contribute to Morgan 
Autism Center. Thank you all for this creative fundraising experience. 

READY, SET, GO! Beautiful Porsches 
like this one raced for best times to support 
Morgan Autism Center.

Giving Tuesday 2018
We would like to thank everyone who supported 

Morgan Autism Center during  this year’s Giving 
Tuesday. From those who donated, and to those 
who shared our posts, we extend our sincerest 
gratitude. This year we raised almost $10,000 on 
this single day of giving and we could not have done 
it without the support of our generous friends, 
families, and community partners. Thank you!

12th Annual Golf Classic
On September 10th, over 65 people came out to San Jose Country Club 

to support Morgan Autism Center’s Annual Golf Classic. We would like to 
thank everyone who joined us to help raise funds for our program, as well 
as a special thank you to LWG Construction for co-hosting this event and 
for their volunteerism. Everyone enjoyed a beautiful, sunny day of golf for 
a great cause. Thank you to the following sponsors for their generous support:

BIRDIES GALORE: This happy trio 
enjoying the weather at SJCC.

Accel Air Systems, Inc., Alumawall, Burdick Painting, 
Classic Glass, Inc., Clay Goodman with KMOVEradio.
com, Concept Part Solutions, Inc., Curtis Heinz, Dore 
Consulting, Inc., Gilbert and Barbara Mesa, HPC 
Architecture, Jan Morey, Law Offices of Braid Pezzaglia, 
Libra Electric Co., Lifeguard Fire Protection, LTI Electric 
Inc., Marchese Family Foundation, Maryann Garcia, 
Joey and Meghan Railey, Milani Lee & Associates CPAS, 
Mitchell and Daren Tuchman, Nor Cal Specialties, Inc., 
Richard Lopez and SCG Foodspace.

Avison Young Volunteer Day
Morgan Autism Center is grateful for 

incredible community partners such as Avison 
Young of Northern California. On October 25th, 
a large group of their employees volunteered to 
spruce up our outdoor space. As if that wasn’t 
enough, they followed this kind act with a 
generous donation of $5,000 to support our 
program.   

September 26
Thursday | 2019

Coyote Creek 
Golf Course-Morgan Hill

For sponsorships or more information, 
contact: Lisa Lemke (408)•241-8161 
lisa@morgancenter.org

REGISTER AT  www.morgancenter.org

Sponsored by

SAVE THE DATE

Morgan Autism Center’s
Annual Golf Classic

Ways To Give

Fundraising
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Board of Directors

Our mission is to help children and adults with autism or other 
developmental disabilities maximize their potential in a dignified, positive 

and loving environment. 

Board Chairwoman 
Nena Montgomery 
Board Vice Chairman 
Thomas Caulfield 
Board Secretary  
Christopher Escher 

 
Jeffrey Eaton, Greg Finn, Rickey Green, 
Kevin Herr, Ted Moorhead, 
Joe Moriarty, Jennifer Young, 
Reuben Zarate, and Lindley Zink

Mission Statement    FOLLOW & LIKE US 

 950 St. Elizabeth Drive
San Jose, CA 95126-3900

Members

Staff and guest writers:
Brad Boardman, Nicole Ferguson, 
Flo Fuller, Lisa Lemke, Lynn Rogers, 
Kristin Schaefer, Sue Taylor and Ching Young. 

Sunny Sunflower Bowl by Andie

Andie has such a bubbly personality 
and is a joy to teach in art class. She 
goes to art with her classmates 
weekly to explore different types 
of art materials and subjects. This 
joyful teen  happily communicates her 
creative wishes using sign language 
and her communication device.  
Recently, Andie sculpted a sunflower 
bowl that was for sale at our Starry 
Starry Night Gala.


